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English 3800 
Fall '98 
Dr. John Simpson 
CH 339K; Hours W 9:00-12:00, TR 9:30-10:30 
Texts 
Bradley, tr., Anglo-Saxon Poetry 
Stone, tr., Sir Gawain and the Green Knight 
Stone, tr., Medieval English Verse 
Schmidt, tr., Piers Plowman 
Happe, ed., English Mystery Plays 
The Course 
3 ~ 06 -DO ( 
English 3800 explores medieval English literature. All of the readings are in Modem English translations 
except for two selections the last two weeks of the semester from the late 15"' Century in a "normalized" 
edition. The readings span a variety of genres from religious lyric poetry to bawdy ballads to heroic elegies. 
I will lecture throughout on an equally wide field of topics ranging from, say, fortress architecture to the 
rules of monastic orders to the conventions of courtly love. Fun stuff, all of it. In return, I expect careful 
preparation of assigned readings. 
As we discussed on the first day of the course, there will be four unit exams worth about 18% and a final 
exam worth about 28o/o. The math isn't pretty, but that is what 'puters are for. All of the exams will require 
thorough reading of the literature and thoughtful responses during the exams. 
Attendance and Make-up 
I do not figure attendance into my grading whatsoever. I welcome make-ups with acceptable 
documentation. 
English 3800 
Fall '98 schedule of assignments 
Week l 8-25 Introduction 
8-27 A-S P: 3, 66, 86, 154, 158 
Week 2 9-1 A-SP 248, 269 (Guthlac A and B) 
9-3 cont. 
Week 3 9-8 320, 329, 336, 341, 362, 401 
9-10 495,507,510,515,518 
Week 4 9-15 Synthesis; Exam #1 
9-17 Beowulf 
Week 5 9-22 cont. 
9-24 cont. 
Week 6 9-29 Gawain and the Green Knight 
10-1 cont. 
Week 7 10-6 cont. 
10-8 Synthesis; Exam #2 
Week 8 10-13 MEY 23-59 
10-15 60-81, 47-66 
Week 9 10-20 175-212 
10-22 213-229 
Week 10 10-27 230-251 
10-29 136-174 
Week 11 11-3 Synthesis; Exam #3 
11-5 Piers Plowman, Prologue-Passus I 
Week 12 11-10 Passus II-ill 
11-12 Passus IV-V 
Week 13 11-17 Passus VI-VII 
11-19 Synthesis; Exam #4 
Week 14 12-1 ElVIP Abrahamandlsaac(Brome), 152-171 
12-3 cont. 
Week 15 12-8 The Temptation of Christ ... , 388-399 
12-10 Course Synthesis 
